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the treatment of children among certain parents and
adults it is good that confession is not made to some
of them; but this is not the ideal to be aimed at nor
should it obscure the higher course. 4t I went and
asked God for forgiveness, thinking I would get peace
that way, but still the lie preyed on my mind and
I nearly let it out several times, till at last I thought
my punishment could be no greater if I had told
my mother/' expresses one child's fear. Where real
love reigns in the heart of the child and he has learnt
to know and value the love of God and parent and
fellow-being, his thought will be that which a girl
attributed to the prodigal when he had at length
come to know the preciousness of his father's love :
" I will do anything for you if only you will take me
back and love me.'7

Let us then take care that the God we bear to our
children is lovable : possessed of an entirely strong
and infinitely tender love: not because of weak or
sentimental indulgence, but because of an all-powerful
and all-protecting companionship that is sufficient
for our every need and for the whole range of life.
The best way to any child's heart is to be its com-
panion and friend. Unfortunately, to a vast number,
God and many adults are equated with the avenging
policeman, for that is their character presented to
the mind: they are among those to be dodged, not
loved. And parents continue to be broken-hearted
and to wonder why their sons and daughters seem so
heartless and ungrateful when they have grown up ;
whereas the truth is that they have only been allowed
to grow up on sufferance ; and all the time there has
been smouldering rebellion in their young hearts that